The species sufficiently resembles the latter to have been mistaken for it by Glover and others, and its work has been compared to that of the former. In reality it bears some resemblance to both species in appearance and habits.
The pink corn-worm was first brought to the writer's attention in ripening ears of corn from Texas in 1894 (Chittenden, 1897) . 3 From the fact that the larvae first seen were feeding on the husks and the species was not then identified as feeding naturally on the kernels of corn, it was for convenience called the corn-husk moth, and this name might have been retained had not the insect developed later into a destructive grain-feeding species. The names pink corn-worm, pink worm, and red corn-worm are now in general use in the South.
NATURE OF INJURY.
In material received from Baton Rouge, La., and Beeville, Tex., in 1895, the little rose-colored larvae were noticed by the writer chiefly between the husks, which were fresh and succulent, and on these they were feeding. A few moths were afterwards reared from the husked ear. The Texas sending afforded a fair opportunity for the study of the work of the species. One undeveloped ear harbored numbers of the larvae which had gnawed into every part of it from the outer husk to the dwarfed ear within.
The injured grains when examined individually have somewhat the appearance of being infested by the Indian-meal moth (Plodia interpunctella Hbn.) but not by the Angoumois grain moth. The larvae evidently begin to feed on the grains while the latter are still ' In an article on the cowpea-pod weevil {Chalcodermus aeneus Boh.) the writer (Chittenden, 1904) Howard (Howard, 1896) mentions this species in connection with its occurrence in young cotton bolls, and states that there was a general belief among planters that the species acts independently of cotton-worm damage. He added:
This statement, however, has not yet been satisfactorily substantiated so far as it refers to the bolls. In the young squares, however, the active little reddish larva of this Batrachedra is very often found as unquestionably an original inhabitant, and it undoubtedly frequently causes quite an extensive shedding of the squares. This, however, occurs only in the spring, at a time when there is a surplus of bloom and when many squares can be spared without great reduction of the crop. Later in the season the Batrachedra larva is found boring in the unopened flower heads of various weeds.
The following year the writer (Chittenden, 1897) published some notes on this species, identifying Glover's corn-feeding tineid as Batrachedra rileyi. In 1909 Mr. Otto H. Swezey (1909) BIBLIOGRAPHY.
